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This bulletin contains digests of selected bills pending in the 2014 session of the California Legislature on the subjects of juvenile justice, youth crime and violence prevention and related youth program, school discipline and safety and probation foster care issues. Status reports (amendments and committee action) are current through the beginning of the summer legislative recess on July 3, 2014. The Legislature will reconvene on August 4 until the scheduled end of the current session on August 31. Bills still active in the second year of the two year session are flagged in the status line as “two year bills”. Bills noted as “on suspense” in an Appropriations Committee await final action in fiscal committee by August 15. The full text and status of all bills can be found on the California legislative website at  www.leginfo.ca.gov.    NOTE: This July 10 version corrects and replaces the July 8 issue which contained errors related to committee status; please discard the July 8 issue.
Assembly bills 
AB 420 (Dickinson, D. -  Sacramento).  School suspension in willful defiance cases.   Reintroduces the author’s vetoed 2012 measure to limit the authority of schools to expel students for willful defiance of supervisors, teachers and other school officials. As amended, replaces the “willful defiance” standard for pupil suspension with language that provides for suspension of pupils in grades 6-12 based on “substantial disruption of school activities or substantial preventing instruction from occurring”.  Further provides that a pupil may be suspended for substantial disruption only after a third offense within a school year and then only if the pupil’s parent, guardian or education rights holder has been informed that other means of correction were attempted prior to the recommendation of suspension.  Allows a teacher to suspend a pupil from a class, even for a first offense, for disrupting school activities or willfully defying the teacher or other school personnel.  Two year bill; passed Senate Education Committee, vote pending on the Senate Floor. 
AB 1171 (Levine, D. – San Rafael).  Pilot program on supplying records to nonminor dependents. Authorizes a pilot program for counties to provide a foster youth age 16 or older or a nonminor dependent upon request or upon transition from dependence or probation, with the opportunity to create his or her own singular online electronic record of necessary information and documents.  The available documents are to include, but not be limited to, health records, certain court records, birth certificate, driver’s license and education records. Requires the Dept. of Social Services to determine which counties shall participate in the pilot program based on representative diversity factors, and provides that the pilot shall be implemented only if there are three or more counties participating in the pilot program. Provides that the measure will be implemented only if the Director of Finance determines that there are sufficient non-General Fund resources to support pilot program costs. Two year bill, on suspense in the Senate Appropriations Committee.
AB 1264 (Conway, R.  -Tulare).  School safety tactical response plans. Adds, to current school safety plan requirements in the Education Code, a requirement that the plan include a “tactical response plan” and revises the definition of “tactical responses to criminal incidents” to include safeguards against incidents involving firearms, explosives or other deadly weapons.  Tactical response plans would be developed by school districts and county education offices in closed sessions but announced following vote in open session, and the bill would eliminate any requirement that board members of a school district or county education office must disclose the contents of the plan.  Failed deadline for passage in the Senate Education Committee, dead.
AB 1276 (Bloom, D. -  Santa Monica). CDCR security classifications for youth offenders.  Completely redrafted in May 2014 to set out security classification rules for youth offenders, who are defined in the bill as individuals who are committed to CDCR and are under age 22. Requires CDCR to conduct an institutional classification review for each youth offender to assess the youth offender’s readiness for classification at the lowest appropriate security level providing increased levels of programming. Requires transfer to a lower security level based on a placement score and criteria set out in the bill including whether the individual is considered a safety risk to inmates or staff.  Provides for annual review of the security placement level.  Two year bill, on suspense in the Senate Appropriations Committee. 
AB 1454 (Ian Calderon, D.- Whittier). Annual unannounced site visits of care facilities licensed by the Department of Social Services.  Under current law, the Department of Social Services (DSS) must make at least one unannounced site visit every five years to inspect community care facilities, elder care facilities, child day care facilities and other licensed facilities. This bill, starting in 2017, would require an annual unannounced visit by DSS to each such facility rather than a minimum of one visit every five years. Community care facilities include licensed group homes accepting placements of probation supervised youth. On suspense, Senate Appropriations Committee.
AB 1640 (Jones-Sawyer, D. – L.A.). Sex offender registration. Exempts from current statutory sex offender registration requirements persons convicted of certain age-related sex crimes involving minors, pursuant to recent California court decisions limiting the registration requirement in these cases.   Also provides that for certain listed sex offenses, such as oral copulation with a person under 18 and other listed offenses, lifetime sex offender registration shall be “discretionary” and that any person currently subject to registration for convictions prior to 1/1/15 for those listed offenses may seek discretionary relief from the registration requirement.  Does not directly amend Penal Code section 290.008 with respect to registration of sex offenders committed to the Division of Juvenile Justice.  Failed passage in the Assembly Public Safety Committee.
AB 1672 (Holden, D. – Pasadena). Truancy reporting. Major expansion of existing truancy reporting requirements. Requires local school districts having school attendance review boards (SARBs) to gather and transmit to the county superintendent of schools and to the state Superintendent of Public Instruction extensive, listed data on school absences and truancy proceedings. The information to be gathered and reported would include among other points the number of chronic absentees, the number of pupils referred to a school attendance review board and the number of pupils and parents or guardians referred to the district attorney for enforcement proceedings and other information, all to be disaggregated by grade level, foster status, race/ethnicity, gender and other variables. Requires the county office of education to publish the information reported on an available website.  On suspense in the Senate  Appropriations Committee.

AB 1756 (Skinner, D. - Berkeley). Sealing and destruction of juvenile court records- costs.  May amendments have removed the provisions of the bill mandating sealing and destruction of juvenile court and arrest records in non WIC 707 (b) cases. The bill is now limited providing that persons applying to the court to seal juvenile misdemeanor records under Penal Code Section 1203.45 shall not be liable for the costs of sealing unless they are age 26 or older.  (See also SB 1038, Leno, on auto-sealing of juvenile records). On suspense in the Senate Appropriations Committee.

AB 1806 (Bloom,  D.- Santa Monica). Homeless youth education rights. Adds multiple provisions to the Education Code extending rights and protections afforded to foster youth in suspension, expulsion and school transfer cases to homeless youth as defined. On suspense in the Senate Appropriations Committee.
AB 1920 (Campos, D. – San Jose). Board of State and Community Corrections, “social impact partnerships” and  employment and job training services for at-risk youth.   Adds “job training and employment opportunities” for at-risk youth to the current Penal Code section that requires the Board of State and Community Corrections (BSCC) to develop incentives for regional partnerships for offender services. As amended in June, also establishes the Social Impact Partnership Program at BSCC, authorizing the Chair of BSCC to enter into social impact partnerships which are defined as contracts for services addressing the needs of defined demographic groups that are also intended to “improve outcomes and lower costs because payment is made only after measured results are achieved”. The Chair of BSCC must submit proposed social impact partnerships to the Senate and Assembly Budget Committees for funding through the budget process timed with the Governor’s May Budget Revision beginning in 2015. Other criteria for executing the social impact contracts are described in the bill as amended, and a special state fund is established in order to fund contracts that are entered into by BSCC.  In the Senate Appropriations Committee.
AB 2002 (Frazier, D. – Oakley).  Criminal delivery of wireless device to inmate of juvenile or adult facility.  Creates a new misdemeanor offense for any person who delivers or attempts to deliver a cell phone or related wireless device to an inmate in a jail or local juvenile hall, camp or ranch. Provides for the temporary confiscation of cell phones or wireless devices detected in scans or searches of visitors to those facilities. Failed passage in the Assembly Public Safety Committee.
AB 2141 (Hall, D.- Compton and Frazier, D. -  Oakley).  Reports on outcomes of truancy proceedings. Requires agencies mediating or prosecuting truancy complaints against minors or parents to notify the agency that referred the matter of the outcome of the proceedings. Requires the agency in the truancy proceeding to provide outcome information to the state Attorney General upon request..  Intent language added in April states that the bill is not intended to encourage more truancy referrals, prosecutions or sanctions. On suspense in the Senate Appropriations Committee.
AB 2195 (Achadjian, R. – San Luis Obispo).  Hearing truancy cases in Informal Juvenile and Traffic Court. Provides that a hearing officer in Informal Juvenile and Traffic Court (IJTC) may dispose of cases involving truancy (four or more truancies) as defined in Section 48260 of the Education Code.  Amended in June, requires the consent of the minor to having the matter heard on a written notice to appear in the IJTC.  Provides that before the matter can be heard in the IJTC, the judge or hearing officer shall have been provided with clear and convincing evidence that the minor’s school has made attempts to resolve the truancy in a manner consistent with other provisions of the Education Code. Sets out sanctions and consequences if the minor is found in a hearing to be truant under subdivision (b) of Welfare and Institutions Code Section 601, including further opportunities for the minor to demonstrate good attendance and orders requiring the minor to perform community service or restricting the minor’s driving privileges. In the Senate Appropriations Committee.
AB 2276 (Bocanegra, D. – L.A.).  Public school enrollment for pupils having contact with the juvenile justice system; juvenile court schools..  Current law states that a pupil shall not be denied enrollment or readmission to a public school based on his or her contact with the justice system.  This bill, as amended in June, now requires that “a pupil who has had contact with the juvenile justice system shall be immediately enrolled in a public school”. Requires the local education agency and the probation department to have a “joint transition planning policy” policy to improve inter-agency communication, to coordinate school placements and to upgrade the information probation officials need to implement the provisions of the bill. Requires the state Superintendent of Public Instruction and the Board of State and Community Corrections to convene a statewide stakeholder group to develop a model and study successful county programs and policies to improve record and credits transfer and provide for transition planning and swift enrollment for youth leaving juvenile court schools, and requires the group to submit a report and action recommendations to the Legislature by January 1, 2016.  On suspense in the Senate Appropriations Committee.
AB 2573 (Stone, D. – Santa Cruz). Transition jurisdiction for WIC 602 wards. As amended, authorizes the court to assume or resume transition jurisdiction over a minor who has reached age 18 while subject to a placement order without considering whether the rehabilitative goals in the minor’s dismissed delinquency case have been met. In the Senate Appropriations Committee.
AB 2607 (Skinner, D. – Berkeley).  Limits on secure juvenile post-dispositional detention.  Existing law provides that a minor adjudicated a ward of the court under WIC Section 601 (status offenses) or 602 (crimes) may be kept in secure detention pending execution of a placement or disposition order, and that the court must review an order of continued detention order every 15 days to determine whether the delay in placement or other disposition is reasonable.  This bill lists specific circumstances in which the court must find that the delay is not reasonable including the failure of the probation officer to make reasonable efforts to identify an appropriate and available placement for the minor and other specified types of delay.  Provides further that if the court finds the delay in placement is not reasonable, the court shall “issue any necessary orders, sanctions or relief pending the execution of the order of commitment or of other disposition” which may include release of the minor to an available nonsecure setting under probation supervision.  On the Senate Floor.
AB 2640 (Hernandez, D. –W. Covina). Marijuana possession on school grounds.  Spot bill making technical, non-substantive amendment to Health and Safety Code Section 11357 (e)  that currently creates a misdemeanor offense for possession of marijuana on school grounds by a person under 18 years of age.  Not moved, failed to meet policy committee deadline in house of origin.
AB 2642 (Campos, D. -  San Jose). Ads with sexualized images of female minors.   Spot bill stating the intent of the Legislature to limit “public display of sexualized images” of female minors by imposing restrictions on ads for products or services. Not moved, failed to meet policy committee deadline.
Senate bills
SB 343 (Yee, D. – S.F., and Beall, D.- San Jose)  Documents and services to be provided to foster youth approaching age of majority.  Adds Section 391 to the Welfare and Institutions Code, requiring the county welfare department to submit a report to the dependency court when the minor attains the age of 16 verifying that listed documents and services have been provided to the minor including: social security card, drivers license, copy of birth certificate, assistance in obtaining employment and assistance with vocational or educational needs.  At a review hearing just prior to attaining age 18, and prior to any order to terminate dependency jurisdiction, the minor is to be provided with additional information and services by the county welfare department including assistance in obtaining housing and assistance in establishing the youth’s eligibility for assistance under the provisions of AB 12 as a nonminor dependent entitled to continuing assistance and services beyond age 18.  Two year bill, in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.

SB 466 (DeSaulnier, D. – Walnut Creek and Wolk, D. – Vacaville). California Institute for Criminal Justice Policy.  Cites legislative intent and statewide need to create an independent, data-driven and non-partisan institute to promulgate best- and evidence-based practices in the California criminal justice system. Establishes the California Institute for Criminal Justice Policy. Requires the Institute to consult with university-based programs at the University of California having expertise in evaluating rehabilitation programs, and with “any other appropriate person or entity”, in order to “conduct a cost-benefit analysis of, and to develop a ranking of, the effectiveness of crime prevention programs, rehabilitation programs and recidivism reduction programs” in California. States a “request” of the Legislature that the Institute be housed at the University of California to “facilitate independent and nonpartisan research on issues related to criminal justice and public safety”.  Becomes operative only if the Director of Finance determines that sufficient private funds have been deposited with the state to support the startup of the Institute.  Two year bill, in  the Assembly Appropriations Committee. 

SB 544 (DeSaulnier, D. – Walnut Creek).  California Violence Prevention Authority.  Specialized license plate for school safety programs. Amended in June to remove the provisions related to the creation of a California Violence Prevention Authority. As amended the  now requires the Department of Education to apply to the DMV to create a special license plate program that would raise funds for school safety and school violence prevention grants currently administered by the state Department of Education.  Two year bill, in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.
SB 716 (Lara, D. – Long Beach). Prison Rape Elimination Act (PREA) requirements for California adult and juvenile justice facilities.  Sets out requirements for the implementation of the federal Prison Rape Elimination Act (PREA) in California detention and corrections facilities.  Requires all state and local corrections agencies, all public juvenile justice facilities and police lockups and all private confinement companies to adopt policies and procedures implementing specified PREA protections and standards governing facilities, confinement conditions and other correctional procedures and responses related to sexual assaults involving prisoners.  Sets out additional requirements for the collection accurate and uniform data for every allegation of sexual abuse using a standardized instrument and set of definitions. Defines juvenile justice agencies subject to PREA compliance in California to include “a city, county, city and county, or regional government entity that confines juveniles pursuant to the juvenile justice system, the criminal justice system or under the authority of the federal government”.  Assigns related PREA data, audit, reporting and public information tasks to the Board of State and Community Corrections.   Two year bill, in the Assembly Appropriations Committee. 
SB 838 (Beall, D. – San Jose).  New “sexting” enhancement and mandatory treatment programs for juvenile sex offenders.  Would enact “Audrie’s Law” named for a Santa Clara County girl who committed suicide after a sexual assault and “sexting” posts by the juvenile perpetrators. May Senate amendments deleted provisions adding sex crimes to the WIC 707 list of offenses for which juvenile cases can be directly filed in adult court.  The bill was later amended again in the Assembly to remove Senate-added provisions mandating two year terms of confinement for juveniles adjudicated for listed sex offenses. In its current form, the bill creates a penalty enhancement for Penal Code Sec. 290 listed sex offenders who post photos or messages about the crime on-line with the intent to intimidate, harass or bully the victim. As amended the bill also requires a juvenile court to order juveniles found to have committed listed sex offenses to complete a sex offender treatment program. Amends the WIC 676 list of offenses for which juvenile court hearings may be made public to include listed sex offenses committed when the victim is drugged or intoxicated or otherwise unable to consent to the activity. Removes the same listed sex offenses from eligibility for Deferred Entry of Judgment under WIC Section 790.  In the Assembly Appropriations Committee.
SB 970 (Yee, D.- S.F,  Leno, D.- S.F. and Evans, D -  Santa Rosa). Solitary confinement of juveniles and changes to local and regional Juvenile Justice Commissions.  Reintroduces last year’s stalled SB 61, imposing stringent new limits on solitary confinement of minors who are detained in or committed to any juvenile facility or to any other state or local secure facility.  As of January 1, 2016, the bill prohibits the use of solitary confinement unless “the minor or the ward poses an immediate and substantial risk of harm to others or to the security of the facility, and all other less-restrictive options have been exhausted”. Requires that, when used, solitary confinement shall be only for the minimum time required to address the safety risk while not compromising the mental and physical health of the minor. Prohibits the use of solitary confinement for more than 24 hours per week unless longer periods are approved by the head of DJJ or the Probation Chief or their designees. Requires extensive documentation of solitary confinement events.   Provides that the provisions are not intended to limit the use of single-person rooms or cells in juvenile facilities and that they do not apply to minors or wards in court holding or adult facilities.  The bill also amends codes sections on the makeup and responsibilities of county juvenile justice commissions.  Effective January 2016, it would add two parents of incarcerated or formerly incarcerated youth as well as a defined adolescent health professional to local or regional juvenile justice commissions. Authorizes each juvenile justice commission, as part of its annual facility inspection, to review local records of juvenile solitary confinement and provides that it may report its inspection findings and recommendation to the juvenile court, county supervisors and the Board of State and Community Corrections. The bill has been withdrawn by the authors.

SB 1023 (Liu), Community College support services for foster youth.  States intent to expand services and opportunities for current and former foster youth attending community colleges.  Authorizes the Chancellor of the California Community Colleges to enter into agreements with up to 10 local community colleges to provide additional funds supporting specified postsecondary services for students who are current or former foster youth. Supported services would include outreach and recruitment, service coordination, counseling, book and supply grants, tutoring, career guidance, child care and other listed services.  If more than 10 community colleges apply priority is to be given to districts with higher numbers of eligible students. The program would serve students who were at least 16 when they became a foster youth and up to the age of 25.  Requires an appropriation from the state budget for implementation. On suspense in the Assembly  Appropriations Committee. 

SB 1038 (Leno, D. – S.F.). Automatic dismissals and sealing of juvenile court records.  Current law provides a voluntary process by which a juvenile offender can file a petition to have court and arrest records in the case sealed after five years or turning 18, whichever occurs first, under defined conditions and procedures. SB 1038 would provide instead that, upon successful completion of a term of probation for any offense not listed in WIC 707 (b) (serious offenses eligible for adult court prosecution), or upon completion of information wardship or nonward probation, the petition filed in the case shall be automatically dismissed and all court records pertaining to the dismissed petition shall be sealed and the offense shall be deemed not to have occurred.  Permits the prosecutor or probation officer to have access to sealed records for the limited purpose of determining a minor’s eligibility for deferred entry of judgment under Section 790, and provides that the court may access a sealed file in order to determine whether a ward seeking to have Section 388 jurisdiction restored in order to qualify for continuing foster care services.  On the Assembly Floor. 

SB 1054 (Steinberg, D. – Sacramento).  Mentally Ill Offender Crime Reduction Grants (MIOCR). Would restore the MIOCR grant program suspended in 2008 by providing  funds to support a range of prevention, intervention and incarceration-based services for mentally ill adult and juvenile offenders.  Renews the MIOCR program as a competitive grant program at the Board of State and Community Corrections. Requires each applicant county to establish a strategy committee of local community corrections stakeholders, including local treatment providers, to develop a comprehensive plan for a cost-effective continuum of graduated responses including treatment and stabilization of  released offenders.  Requires a 25% match for grants with funding priority for counties that provide larger matches. Appropriates $50 million from the General Fund for the MIOCR grant program for FY 2014-15 with the requirement that “half the money shall be used for adult offenders and half the money shall be used for juvenile offenders”.    In the Assembly Appropriations Committee. NOTE:  The provisions of  SB 1054 re-establishing the MIOCR grant program, absent the appropriation language,  were inserted into the AB 1468, the corrections budget trailer bill signed by the Governor and effective on 6./20/14. A separate appropriation in the Budget Act of $18 million will fund the program for FY 14-15. 
SB 1055 (Liu, D. – Pasadena).  School based health centers.  Renames the current Public School Health Center Support Program in the Department of Health Services as the School Based Health and Education Partnership Program.  The existing grant program funds school health centers providing a range of health, mental health and prevention services for pupils.  This bill expands the program (as renamed) by requiring funded school health centers, in addition to existing requirements, to “strive to address the population health of the entire school campus” using a variety of listed prevention and education strategies. Raises the threshold for support grants from $25 to $50 thousand per program per year and provides for three year funding; also, raises the threshold for “sustainability grants” from $25 to $50 thousand to be used to leverage other funds and resources to support a center.  Failed to meet deadline for passing house of origin, dead.
SB 1089 (Mitchell, D. – L.A.).  Medi-Cal coverage for juvenile inmates receiving specified medical or mental health services. Makes technical adjustments to current law providing that a juvenile inmate of a medical or mental health institution shall not be denied Medi-Cal eligibility for services or treatment based on the federal inmate exclusion rule for inmates in secure facilities (that law the result of AB 396 by then Assembly-member Mitchell in 2011). This bill clarifies the county’s payment responsibility for the state administrative and non-federal share of treatment costs.   In the Assembly Appropriations Committee.

SB 1097 (Nielsen, R. – Chico). Criminal Justice Reinvestment Grant Program.  Creates the Criminal Justice Reinvestment Grant Program of 2014 at the Board of State and Community Corrections. The purpose of the program is “ …to identify and expand programs that provide proven, evidence-based, local programming opportunities for the successful reintegration of offenders into society”. Authorizes the Board is to award grants to “…assist counties with the creation or expansion of infrastructure that allows each county to consistently collect and report criminal justice information” relevant to 2011 adult prison realignment.  Requires the Board to develop a format and schedule for expanded county-level reports. As of January 1, 2015, requires each county to report to the Board annual data on realigned state offenders covering 38 listed data points including offender characteristics, offenses, jail time served, probation violations, re-arrests and  participation in any of 22 types of rehabilitative or re-entry programs.  The bill further requires counties to report to the Board data on outcomes for offenders assigned to Post Release Community Supervision under 2011 realignment.  Failed to meet deadline in Senate Appropriations, dead. 
SB 1111 (Lara, D. – Long Beach). Community schools—enrollment limits and curriculum. Reintroduces SB 744 vetoed by the Governor last year on the basis that local educators can “manage the issues that are the subject of this bill in a caring and responsible way.”  As reintroduced the bill modifies the criteria for involuntary enrollment of probation youth in county community schools. Amendments delete coverage of community day schools from the bill. Provides that no pupil shall be enrolled in a county community school unless the school district determines that the placement will promote the educational interests of the pupil.  Sets out multiple limits and conditions for placement in a county community school upon the recommendation of a school attendance review board, including that the school will be able to meet the pupil’s educational needs and that a parent may object to the referral on listed grounds. New amendments allow the school district to override the parental objection to placement in a community school if listed alternative education placements are not available.  Authorizes involuntary enrollment without parental consent for certain expelled youth and for probation youth who are “considered” to be Section 601 or 602 wards with a court order under WIC Section 725 (non ward probation), Section 729.2 (wardship without placement), Section 791(deferred entry of judgment) and Section 727(a)(2) (non supervised probation). For youth on supervised probation with an out-of-home placement order under Section 727 (a) (3), authorizes enrollment in a community school and requires the consent of the parent, guardian or court-appointed education decision-maker for the child, while restating the requirement that the school placement be consistent with the best interests of the child. Adds provisions allowing community school placement with parental consent for any child on probation or parole and not in attendance at any school.  Provides that a parent or guardian or other responsible adult may request a juvenile court hearing regarding a community school placement as it relates to the parental consent requirements. Includes provisions specifying the parents’ right to rescind placement consent. Provides that a pupil involuntarily enrolled in a community school may re-enroll in his or her former school or in another comprehensive school immediately after readmission from expulsion or court-ordered placement.    On suspense in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.
SB 1198 (Hancock, D. – Berkeley). Expanded data collection on minors tried and sentenced by adult criminal courts.  Enumerates additional data elements to be collected and reported by the Department of Justice on juveniles who are moved to the jurisdiction of the adult criminal court by judicial transfer, prosecutor direct-file or auto-filing methods.  Requires the Department to post additional information including county-level data (in addition to statewide data) on its website including aggregate and individual data on court actions and sentencing outcomes for minors tried and sentenced by adult criminal courts.  Failed to pass Senate Appropriations Committee, dead.

 SB 1296 (Leno, D. – S.F. . Ban on incarceration of children for truancy offenses.  Under current statutory law a minor cannot be removed from home except during school hours for truancy violations, and there are strict limits on the incarceration of minors who have been declared wards of the court under WIC Section 601 wardship for non-criminal violations such as truancy. SB 1296 would ban the practice of using the contempt power of the court to incarcerate children for truancy violations after having been adjudicated wards of the court under Welfare and Institutions Code Section 601.  Signed into law, Stats. of 2014, Chapter 70.
SB 1359 (Cannella- R.- Merced). Realignment reinvestment funds.  This bill would create the Realignment Reinvestment Fund to which funds would be continuously appropriated based on savings from reductions in state prison populations under 2011 realignment.  Monies from the state fund would be distributed annually to counties under a formula based on the county’s share of all felons sentenced to county jails in California under realignment in any given year. The Controller and the Board of State and Community Corrections (BSCC) are to determine  each county’s annual share under the formula. Realignment Reinvestment funds are to be used by counties to implement a recidivism reduction plan developed by local Corrections Community Partnerships (CCPs). The plans are to support community-corrections supplemental services for realigned offenders in the areas of mental health, substance abuse treatment, job development, transitional housing and other services and may also pay for law enforcement, prosecution and jail construction or maintenance and other referenced crime reduction strategies. Lists multiple other goals and data collection requirements tied to the spending plans developed by the CCPS. BSCC is  required to compile county-level reports into a statewide annual report on program expenditures and outcomes to be submitted annually to the Governor and to the Legislature.  Not moved, did not meet policy committee deadline for fiscal bills, dead.
 SB 1396 (Hancock, D. – Berkeley). School multitiered intervention and support program. April amendments changed the name of this proposed program but not the substance.   Describes intent to expand the Schoolwide Positive Behavior Intervention and Support Program (SW-PBIS)  in California which promotes positive school climates, mental health and education safety and success using a variety of  strategies. Authorizes the Department of Education to apportion one-time funds from the FY 14-15 Budget Act to a designated county office of education to work with named education collaborators to promote expansion of SW-PBIS (now referred to in the bill as “multitiered intervention and support”) in California schools.  Creates an advisory committee for the effort to include stakeholders and mental health professionals familiar with SW-PBIS. Requires the designated office of education, working with Departments of Finance and Education and the Legislative Analyst, to establish a set of best practices to be made widely available in the education community to expand school mental health programs and to address school climate and discipline concerns.  Recent amendments also incorporate restorative justice models into the effort and require the LAO to report to the Governor, the Legislature and the State Department of Education by June 30, 2017 on the results of the program.  On suspense in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.
Bill digests by David Steinhart, Director, Commonweal Juvenile Justice Program.

For additional information, access the Commonweal Juvenile Justice Program website at www.comjj.org









