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California’s FY 2017-18 adopted budget preserves spending for youth crime & violence prevention programs
· Juvenile justice grant programs keep stable funding in realignment accounts
· Gang violence prevention grants renewed at $9.2 million
· More funds for Prop 47 “Safe Neighborhoods and Schools” programs

On June 27, California Governor Jerry Brown signed the FY 2017-18 Budget Act sent to him by the Legislature. The new budget comes in at $ 125 billion in state General Fund spending. 

The state’s primary funding streams supporting juvenile justice, probation and youth crime and violence prevention programs were maintained (for the most part) at prior year levels.   In 2011, as part of the state’s major realignment of $ 6 billion in state-operated programs to local government, these juvenile justice grants were merged into local public safety realignment accounts.  In November 2012, funds to support local public safety grants were reinforced and assured for future years by voter-approved tax increases (Proposition 30, the Governor’s heavily promoted fiscal rescue plan for California). 


The youth crime and violence prevention programs sustained by the FY 17-18 California budget include:

· The Juvenile Justice Crime Prevention Act (JJCPA).  Adopted in 2000, the JJCPA allocates state General Funds to local governments to support an array of youth crime prevention programs delivered through county probation departments and community-based service providers.  Since inception the JJCPA has distributed $ 1.5 billion in state funds to local service programs.
· The Youthful Offender Block Grant (YOBG).  This revenue stream was created in 2007 as a key component of California’s major juvenile justice realignment reform that moved non-violent juvenile offender out of state-run institutions (the Division of Juvenile Justice or “DJJ”) and into local custody and care.  YOBG grants support probation-based alternatives to incarceration in state facilities. Since inception, YOBG grants have furnished counties with approximately $1 billion in funds for local justice system alternatives to state custody.  An additional amount is paid by the state each year to counties based on the 2010 realignment of DJJ parole to local probation departments (Juvenile Re-entry Fund).
· The Juvenile Probation Camp Fund (JPCF).  JCPF provides county probation departments with state funds supporting county probation camps and ranches. Funding was moved in 2011 into local law enforcement realignment accounts. The distribution of annual available funds is determined by occupancy levels in each probation camp as calculated by the State Controller’s Office each year.  Probation camp occupancy levels have fallen steadily over the last several years and some counties have closed probation camps. Los Angeles County is currently reviewing one such closure and consolidation plan.

Below is a table showing the budgeted amount for each of these grant programs, comparing FY 2016-17 levels to FY 2017-18.

	Grant program
	FY 2016-17
	FY 2017-18

	Juvenile Justice Crime Prevention Act
	$107 million
	$107 million

	Youthful Offender Block Grant
	$134 million
	$137 million

	DJJ Parole Realignment (Re-Entry) Funds
	$8 million
	$8 million

	Juvenile Probation Camps
	$ 29 million
	$ 29 million

	Total
	$278 million
	$281 million


Gang crime prevention grants rescued from near miss in FY 2017-18

The California Gang Reduction, Intervention & Prevention (CalGRIP) Program funds local programs to reduce youth violence, supporting strategies to reduce gang crime, violence and victimization.  The state budget has included CalGRIP funds at a level of $9.2 million since 2007. The funds are awarded by the Board of State and Community Corrections (BSCC) on a competitive basis. Until this year, only cities could apply and receive CalGRIP funds, though of the $9.2 million, $1 million was set aside for the City of Los Angeles. This year, the Governor did not include CalGRIP funds in his budget proposal, triggering a debate in the Legislature over survival of the grant funds. Ultimately, the FY 17-18 Budget Act renewed funding for the program—with some changes.  The amount ($9.2 million) stays the same, with $1 million reserved for Los Angeles, but now community-based agencies, in addition to cities, may apply. In addition, the name of the grant program has been changed to the California Violence Intervention and Prevention program, or “CalVIP”.   BSCC will continue to make grant awards under the revised criteria.

Proposition 47: growth in prison savings allocated to offender service and education programs 
In November 2014, California voters approved Proposition 47—reclassifying listed felony crimes as misdemeanors to reduce state prison commitments and redeploying the resulting savings to local offender service and education programs.  The initiative tasks the state Department of Finance with calculating state prison cost savings attributable each year to Proposition 47. Those savings are then deposited in a “Safe Neighborhoods and Schools Fund” (SNSF) for distribution to programs identified in the initiative.  Under the terms of Prop 47, the SNSF is to be distributed annually as follows:

· 65% to the Board of State and Community Corrections (BSCC) for distribution to public agencies supporting mental health and substance abuse treatment and diversion programs for people in the criminal justice system

· 25% to the California Department of Education (CDE) for grants to public agencies to improve outcomes for K-12 students by reducing truancy and supporting students who are at risk of dropping out or are victims of crime.

· 10% to the Victim Compensation and Government Claims Board (VCGCB) for grants to trauma recovery centers (TRCs) to provide services to victims of crime.
Legislation by Sen. Toni Atkins (AB 1056 in 2015) further defines how the BSCC share is to be allocated, naming a range of mental health, substance abuse, diversion, housing and juvenile justice applications with preferences for community-based programs. In 2017, the BSCC Board approved competitive Proposition 47 grants for 23 community collaboratives, totaling $103 million (based on three years of expected funding).  There has been on-going debate about the Dept. of Finance’s method of calculating Prop 47 prison savings available for deposit in the SNSF. Last year, only $29 million in state savings was designated by Finance for Prop 47. For FY 17-18, this DOF calculation has increased to $46 million.   The Legislative Analyst Office (LAO) asserts that the Department of Finance continues to understate Prop 47 savings available to build the SNSF, citing $100 million as a more accurate amount. However calculated, state savings due to lower prison costs under Prop 47 are expected to continue to grow in 2018. 
Mentally Ill Offender Crime Reduction (MIOCR) grants

In 2014, funding was restored after a five year hiatus to the Mentally Ill Offender Crime Reduction Grant program.  This state program provides funds for in-custody and out-of-custody mental health services for adult and juvenile offenders. IOCR was developed to support prevention, intervention and supervision services through promising and evidence-based strategies aimed at reducing recidivism in California’s mentally ill 

justice system population.  Under the leadership of former Senate President Darrell Steinberg, MIOCR funding was reinstated at a level of $18.8 million statewide for FY 2014-15. Commonweal worked closely with Senate leaderships to define the terms under which the renewed MIOCR program would operate, including a requirement that half of the available funds must be allocated to juvenile justice mental health programs. In 2015, the Board of State and Community Corrections approved three-year grants to support MIOCR programs in 10 counties (serving adults) and another 11 counties (serving juveniles). Unfortunately, MIOCR funds were not renewed in either the FY 16 or FY 17-18 state budget cycles. BSCC evaluations of the MIOCR programs, as required by the budget provisions that reinstated the grant program, are due in 2018.
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